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China Mainland Hong Kong SAR Macao SAR:

University of Macau

University 

Medium of Instruction

Chinese English (except 

CUHK)

English

Secondary School 

Medium of Instruction

Chinese The majority of 

university students 

came from English-

medium schools.

95% of University of Macau students 

came from Chinese-medium schools

Status of English No official status English is one of two 

official languages

No official status

English usage 

environment

English as 

a foreign language

English as 

a second language

English as 

a foreign language

Minimum University 

entrance English 

requirement

Varies All Hong Kong 

Government (UGC) 

funded Universities 

require DSE level 3

or IELTS 5.5

Varies (24% reached IELTS5.5 or 

above)

Admission channels

44% Join Admission Exam

16% Principal Recommended 

29% Gaokao

11% Direct Admission

Comparison of Student language environment in Mainland China, Hong Kong, and Macao



Comparing Common European Framework (CEF), 

IELTS and HKDSE 

Guided teaching hours recommended 

by The Association of Language 

Testers of Europe are the hours during 

which the learner is in a formal learning 

context such as the classroom. (Pearson 

Longman 2013) 

Each row represents 100 

guided teaching hours



The number of hours needed for different 

learners varies and depends on:

• age 

• ability

• motivation

• time spent in self-study

• exposure to language outside classroom

• first language and cultural backgrounds

• other factors

Comparing Common European Framework (CEF), 

IELTS and HKDSE 

Each row represents 100 

guided teaching hours



Comparing Common European Framework (CEF), 

IELTS and HKDSE 

Each row represents 100 

guided teaching hours



Comparison of UM English Language Levels and IELTS Scores and the International Language Standards (CEFR)



Comparison of UM English Language Levels and IELTS Scores and the International Language Standards (CEFR)
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Goals of the New Curriculum

To provide a quality University English 

Curriculum for UM students’ academic needs

To enable a practical progressive structure 

for effective teaching and learning 

To resolve problems in content and structure 

of the current curriculum

02

03



Major Changes and Characteristics

 Change from General English to English for Academic 

Purposes (EAP) curriculum

 Change from 3 levels to 5 levels with practical progression and 

varied exit points 

 EAP and major-specific e-programme for additional learning 

hours (pending resources availability)

 Incorporate Global Skills development such as communication 

and collaboration, creativity and critical thinking, global citizenship, 

learner wellbeing, and digital literacies 
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CEFR 

Level descriptor

Listening 

in lecture



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Reading

for information 

and argument



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Writing

Lecture

note-taking



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Writing

Reports and

Essays



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Speaking

Giving a 

Presentation



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Speaking

Discussion 



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Speaking

Interviewing 

and being interviewed 



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Speaking

and Listening

Collaboration 



CEFR 

Level descriptor

Linguistic

Range










